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Lake Como Gardens & Villas 
ake Como, an inverted ‘Y’ shape expanse of water, gouged 

from the lower slopes of the Italian Alps by glacial erosion has a 

beauty of its own. Steep tree clad hills, contrasting with the blue 

waters of the lake have made it a popular destination for visitors 

since Wordsworth’s day. The essentially Mediterranean climate of 

the lake has made it a place of retreat for the Italian rich and famous 

from the hot plains to the south.  Villas have been built along the 

shores with superb views and gardens have been created with a 

wonderful diversity of flora. We will seek out these villas and their 

gardens, reaching them by lake ferry or on foot through twisting 

lanes and ancient villages.  

 

The lake is an ideal place for an Adagio holiday, beautiful walking 

with continuous panoramic views of the lake and mountains. We 

have inspiring gardens and classic architecture, a mild climate and 

plenty of time to enjoy everything.  

 

This is a chance to sample and enjoy some of the good things the 

aristocracy has enjoyed over the last few centuries. 

 
Villa Monastero. (M Shepley) 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proposed Daily Itinerary 
 

ur itinerary is expected to follow the daily schedule outlined below but please bear in mind that the order of the days may be amended, or 

walks substituted, due to weather conditions, attraction opening times, public transport timetables or changes beyond our control.  

 

 

Day 1 – We fly to Milan and drive north (90 minutes) to our hotel. We 

will pass by Como town on the south west corner of the lake and up 

its western coast to Cadenabbia. Hopefully we will have some time 

for a quick stroll around the local area before dinner. 

 

Day 2 – We take a ferry to Lenno and walk along the Lakeside to 
Villa Carlotta and can explore the gardens and the beautiful interior 
of the villa. Perhaps the most famous of Lake Como’s many villas, 
built in 1690 and home to various wealthy patrons over the years it is 
now open to the public. 
 

Day 3 – Today we offer a feast of horticultural delights. We cross the 
lake to Bellagio and visit Villa Melzi and its lakeside gardens in the 
‘English Style’. After lunch we can tour the grounds of Villa Sebelloni. 
 

Day 4 – We take another short walk with lakeside views to reach 
Villa Balbianello and its fascinating gardens. Later we can tour the 
house and its collections. 
 
Day 5 – We have a leisurely journey to Como where we can explore 
this ancient walled town and take the funicular to the viewpoint at 
Brunate. Como is renowned for the rich and famous who live in and 
around the town. George Clooney is perhaps its most famous 
resident. Celebrity spotters may like to keep an eye out when 
strolling the town streets.  
 

Day 6 – We ferry up Lake Como to Bellano to visit its famous gorge. 
We continue by ferry to Gravedona, with its fine Romanesque 
church. We include lunch here. From here we have a lake side stroll 
to Dongo from where we meet our private coach to take us back to 
Cadenabbia. 
 
 

 
Crossing Lago Como (M Shepley) 

 
Day 7 – We visit Varenna by ferry and take a look at the gardens of 
Villa Cipressi and Villa Monastero. Later we can explore the narrow 
streets of the town and we can climb to the Castello di Vezio if 
feeling particularly invigorated by the mountain air. 
 
Day 8 – Some free time before we transfer back to Milan Airport. 
 
To fully enjoy the walking on this holiday you should be able to walk 

along uneven undulating paths at about 1 ½ to 2 miles per hour for 

distances of between 4 and 6 miles with walk lasting up to 3 hours. 

Some days will be devoted largely to sightseeing, where you can 

walk pretty much as much as little as you wish. 
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Villa Carlotta Gardeners (M Shepley) 

 

___________________________________________________ 

Cadenabbia 

adenabbia is a compact little town on the western shore of lake 

Como. It has been of particular attractions to the Brits over the 

centuries. Mary Shelley enjoyed a stay here in 1840. All that 

attracted Ms Shelley then remains to be enjoyed today. 

 

The town is spread out along the lake shore but all facilities are 

accessible from our hotel. 

_____________________________________________________ 

The Grand Hotel Cadenabbia 

Via Regina, 1, 22011 Griante (Cadenabbia), Italy 

+39 0344 40418 / info@grandhotelcadenabbia.it /  

www.grandhotelcadenabbia.it 

 

ormerly a private villa, the Grande Hotel Cadenabbia dates 

back to 1820 and provides the perfect combination of stunning 

views of the lake within the comfort of a modern hotel.  The main 

reception rooms are adorned with ancient stucco-work, mirrors, 

frescos and majestic columns. Breakfasts are taken at the hotel. 

Dinners are taken both at the hotel and at local restaurants. Lunches 

are also included on three days. 

 

 

 
Grand Hotel Cadenabbia 

 

Hotel room facilities include: 

Satellite Television, 

Minibar 

Safe 

Air Conditioning 

Hairdryer 

WiFi in all rooms 

 

_________________________________________________________ 

Adagio Leaders 
 

n Adagio Leader will accompany you throughout the holiday. 

They are all experienced travellers with a love and knowledge 

of the places you will visit.  They are well-organised, pay great 

attention to detail and enjoy being with people.  They are there to 

help make your holiday as enjoyable and stress free as possible. 

 

 

 Villa Carlotta (M Shepley) 

___________________________________________________ 

Local Travel 

 

e include all local travel costs to complete the itinerary 

described above. Our Adagio Leader will arrange everything. 

You just need to be at the right place at the right time. 

 

 
Grand Hotel Cadenabbia foyer. (M Shepley) 

_____________________________________________________ 

What to bring 

e recommend you bring the following items with you: 

 

• Waterproof jacket and trousers. It does rain sometimes! 

• A sunhat, fleece and gloves… to cover all eventualities. 

• Sun cream. The sun can be strong in Italy. 

• A water bottle. Just in case we can’t get to the local café. 

• A picnic knife, fork and spoon, as required. 

• A simple basic first aid kit. 

• A daypack to hold all the above. 

• Sensible footwear as some paths we walk are stony. 
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Villa Balbianello Gardens (P Watts) 

______________________________________________________ 

Passports, Visas & Insurance 
and other important information 
 

lease make sure you are insured for guided walking up to 

1000m. Please also take your European Health Insurance Card 

(EHIC) with you - it will help in the event of an emergency.  Please 

note that the EHIC has an expiry date and check that your card is 

still valid for the duration of your holiday. 

 

You should have at least 6 months left on your passport from your 
date of arrival. If you renewed a 10 year passport before it expired, 
extra months may have been added to your passport's expiry date. 
These extra months will not count. 
 
Please ensure to regularly check the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office website for updates on passport 
requirements leading up to and after Brexit negotiations or contact 
us for more assistance. 
 
Foreign and Commonwealth Brexit Information for Passports: 
www.gov.uk/guidance/passportrules- for-travel-to-europe-after-Brexit 
 
Non British Passport holders should consult the host countries 
embassy for applicable passport and visa entry requirements. 
 

Advice on vaccinations is available from your GP, or can be obtained 

from the Medical Advisory Services for Travellers Abroad (MASTA). 

In addition, general travel advice is available from the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office at www.fco.gov.uk/travel. 

 

Please also see our General Information booklet for more important 

information and advice regarding your holiday arrangements. 

 

______________________________________________________ 

Travel Information 
 

e fly from London Heathrow to Milan Malpensa Airport and 

return with British Airways.  

 

Details of your baggage allowance will be confirmed in your travel 

documents, sent to you approximately 10 days before departure. 

 

We continue about 1 hour by private coach to Cadenabbia on the 

west side of Lake Como 

 
If you intend joining and leaving the party in Cadenabbia, we 
assume, unless you have advised us otherwise, that you will meet 
and leave the party at our hotel.  If this is not your intention, please 
let us know in writing at least 5 weeks before departure. 
 

______________________________________________________ 

Maps, Books and Websites 
 

Various maps are available for the area and it is largely down to 

personal taste as to how much detail you would like. You may like to 

contact: 

 

The Map Shop 

15 High Street 

Upton upon Severn,  Worcs 

WR8 0HJ 

England 

Tel: 01684 593 146  Fax: 01684 594 559 

 

Website: www.themapshop.co.uk 

E-mail: themapshop@btinternet.com 

 

The Rough Guide to Italy has some useful insights into the area and 

sites we will be seeing and lots of other in-depth information about 

the country. 

 

More potentially useful information can be found at: 

 

www.discovercomo.com/ 

______________________________________________________ 

Holiday Dates 2020 
 
Holiday: Lake Como Gardens & Villas 
Tour Code: 51780 
 
Departures for one week on: 
 

• 03 May 

• 10 May 

• 14 June 

• 20 September 

• 04 October 
____________________________________________________ 

Booking and Further information 

 

Please call us on 01707 386700 or email us at info@adagio.co.uk 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

Notes 
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